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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED SM WRIGHT PROJECT
(US 175, SH 310 and I-45)

DALLAS COUNTY
CSJ NOs: 0092-01-052, 0092-14-081, 0197-02-108
THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2013

Park South YMCA
2500 Romine Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75215
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BE IT REMEMBERED THAT on Thursday, the 27th day of
June, 2013, the above entitled came on for public
hearing at the Park South YMCA, 2500 Romine Avenue,
Dallas Texas, and the following public hearing was had,

to wit:
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A PPEARANCES

LOCAL PUBLIC AND ELECTED OFFICIALS:

State Senator Royce West

Dallas City Councilwoman Carolyn Davis

Rod Givens for Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson

Ocie Kazee-McCallister for State Representative
Eric Johnson

Pitria McKinney for State Representative Yvonne Davis

Tim Starr, City of Dallas Public Works

Dianne Hahn, City of Dallas

Keith Manoy, City of Dallas

Hamid Baha, Dallas County

Michael Morris, NCTCoG

Chris Anderson, NCTCoG

TxDOT STAFF:
Bill Hale, Stan Hall, Mark Pettit, Cecil Saldana,
Stephen Endres, Ron Wang, Tad Dellinger, Michelle

Releford, Susan Howard, Renee Hollander

HALFF ASSOCIATES STAFF:
Matt Craig, Cara Marusak, Lenny Hughes, Rick Thomas,
Adria Tisdale, Taylor Perrine, Randy Watson, Jeremy

McGahan, Jason Diamond, Jody Urbanovsky, Chad Gardiner
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(Thursday, June 27, 2013; 6:20 p.m.)

MR. SELMAN: Thank you very much,
Councilwoman Davis. Good evening. That's good. It's
just about 6:30, so we're going to begin tonight's
public hearing. I'm Kelly Selman. I'm the Deputy
District Engineer for the Dallas District of the Texas
Department of Transportation, and I'm here tonight
representing our District Engineer Bill Hale. We
appreclate your interest in the proposed S.M. Wright
project and welcome each of you here this evening. On
behalf of TxDOT, I would like to acknowledge the elected
officials, although they've already been introduced,
just for the record, I want to read this into the
record. State Senator Royce West, Dallas City
Councilwoman Carolyn Davis, Rod Givens representing
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson, and Ocie
Kazee-McCallister representing State Representative Eric
Johnson.

Have I overlooked anyone? Is there any
other elected officials represented tonight? We
appreciate your attendance and thank you for your
interest in the proposed project.

Now I'd like to introduce several members
of the Texas Department of Transportation, our

consultant team, the City of Dallas and Dallas County
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officials who are present here tonight to assist you and
answer questions. From the City of Dallas we have Tim
Starr, Dianne Hahn and Keith Manoy. From Dallas County,
Hamid Baha, and from the North Central Texas Council of
Governments, Michael Morris and Chris Anderson.

From the Texas Department of Transportation
we have Stephen Endres, Stan Hall, Tad Dellinger, Cecil
Saldana, Mark Pettit, Michelle Releford, Susan Howard,
Ron Wang, Renee Hollander, Bill Hale and Bill Fuller.

Our consultant team representatives are
Mr. Matt Craig with Halff Associates and Ms. Alva Baker
with Baker Consulting Associates. These individuals
will be available during the recess to answer your
particular questions regarding the proposed S.M. Wright
project. We thank those of you who had an opportunity
to attend the open house this evening. As you arrived
you were given the opportunity to register your
attendance for this hearing. Our registration forms are
the 8 1/2 X 11 sheets at the front sign-in table and
provide you the opportunity to express your interest in
this proposed project, and indicate whether you would
like to make a verbal statement during tonight's
opportunity for public comments portion of the hearing.
In the event you did not register and would like to,

please do so during the upcoming recess.

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.56333
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Later this evening, you will be invited to
directly participate in the opportunity for public
comment portion of this hearing. We want to express our
appreciation to the Park South YMCA for the use of their
facility tonight.

The proposed project limits for the planned
and proposed improvements for the proposed S.M. Wright
project in Dallas County include S.M. Wright Freeway,
from Interstate 45 to State Highway 10 near Budd Street,
a distance of 2.2 miles. CF Hawn Freeway from east of
Bexar Street to I-45, a distance of approximately 1.5
miles. And Interstate 45 from S.M. Wright Freeway to
south of Lamar Street, a distance of approximately 2.3
miles.

A public hearing for the proposed S.M.
Wright project was held on January 31st, 2013, at this
same location. The public hearing presented the
location, design features and the environmental effects
of the project. At the public hearing citizens
expressed concerns regarding the proposed elimination of
an exit ramp from Interstate 45 To Pennsylvania
Avenue/Martin Luther King Boulevard. Because of these
concerns, TxDOT made revisions to the proposed entrance
and exit ramps on I-45 at Lamar Street and Pennsylvania

Avenue. The purpose of tonight's hearing is to present

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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these design revisions to you and provide another
opportunity for public input.

Following my initial comments, Mr. Matt
Craig will provide an overview of the information
presented at the previous public hearing and then give a
detailed presentation concerning the revisions to the
entrance and exit ramps on I-45. Mr. Craig will also
present the additional environmental impacts related to
the proposed design revisions and the impacts associated
with the entire proposed S.M. Wright project. Following
Mr. Craig, Ms. Alva Baker will summarize the public
involvement effort for this proposed project and also
provide information about outreach to displaced
businesses and prospective job opportunities. Following
Ms. Baker, Mr. Cecil Saldana of our Dallas District
Right-of-Way Office will explain TxDOT's right-of-way
acquisition process. At that time, we will recess the
hearing for 15 minutes and allow you the opportunity to
view the proposed project design currently on display
here tonight. During the recess you're encouraged to
ask questions which the Department representatives will
address and answer. Following the recess, we'll
reconvene the hearing and ask those persons who
indicated on the registration form that they would like

to make a statement, to come forward to our floor

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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microphone, state your name and address for the record,
and provide any comments that you would like or do not
like, either positive or negative, concerning the
proposed project. Following the registered speakers,
anyone else who did not register will also be given an
opportunity for comment.

The four essential purposes of a public
hearing are to inform the public of the status of
planning on the proposed project and present the
recommendations based on studies performed to date;
describe the recommended location and design so that
those attending can determine the proposed project's
potential to affect their lives and property; provide
the public an opportunity to present information and
their views at a stage in the planning process when
flexibility to respond to comments still exist and
before location and design decisions are finalized; and
finally, to develop a record of public views and
participation to accompany recommendations for
subsequent decisions.

This public hearing is being held in
compliance with both Federal and State Laws. The State
is required to certify that a public hearing was held
concerning the proposed S.M. Wright project. For the

official record, a transcript of this hearing will be

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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Department will proceed with the preparation of the
final environmental documentation. Your statements and
comments will be addressed in this documentation and
will be given full consideration in the preparation of
the final recommendation and design for the proposed
S.M. Wright project.

This public hearing is being convened to
discuss the design features and environmental effects of
the proposed S.M. Wright projeét. A design schematic
has been developed showing typical cross sections,
roadway profiles and proposed right-of-way boundaries.
Additionally, an environmental assessment document has
also been prepared which analyzes the social, economic
and environmental effects of the proposed project.

Highway planning and construction requires
close cooperation among all levels of government. The
design of the proposed S.M. Wright project is being
developed cooperatively by the Texas Department of
Transportation, Dallas County, the City of Dallas, the
Metropolitan Planning Organization of the North Central
Texas Council of Governments and the Federal Highway
Administration. TxDOT has worked closely with local

governments and has previously received input through

Texas Department of Transportation Public Hearing
6/27/2013
made. For this reason, we ask that all comments be made
from the floor microphone. Following this hearing, the
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public involvement regarding the proposed project. The

public involvement process included public officials'
briefings, community stakeholder meetings, public
meetings held in April 2009, March 2010 and August 2012,
and one public hearing held January 31st, 2013.

At this time, Mr. Matt Craig will discuss
the geometric design features, cost estimates and
environmental effects of the proposed project.

MR. CRAIG: Thank you, Mr. Selman. At the
previous public hearing, citizens expressed concern
regarding the proposed elimination of an exit ramp from
Interstate 45 to Pennsylvania Avenue/Martin Luther King
Boulevard. Because of these concerns, TxDOT made
revisions to the proposed entrance and exit ramps on
I-45 at Lamar Street and Pennsylvania Avenue. The
presentation here tonight will focus on the design
revisions associated with the I-45 ramp. But first, I
would like to present a quick overview of the proposed
S.M. Wright project that was presented at the previous
public hearing. The transportation improvements are
needed throughout the proposed project study area due to
the design and operational deficiencies, safety
concerns, projected population of employment growth in
Dallas-Fort Worth, projected traffic volumes and

transportation demand. The purposes of the proposed

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.56333
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project are to improve safety, operability, connections
and mobility; be compatible with local, county and
regional needs and plans; to minimize social, economic
and environmental effects on the human environment, and
to enhance community connectivity and aesthetics. The
proposed S.M. Wright project includes improvements to
the S.M. Wright Freeway, CF Hawn Freeway and I-45. The
proposed S.M. Wright project would be constructed in two
major phases.

Phase I involves constructing the
improvements to CF Hawn Freeway and I-45 as well aslthe
construction of the direct connector ramps between CF
Hawn Freeway and I-45, shown in purple and orange on the
slide.

In order to downsize and reconstruct the
S.M. Wright Freeway, traffic currently utilizing S.M.
Wright Freeway must first be reconnected to I-45. The
proposed project would do so by extending CF Hawn
Freeway westerly on new location to connect to I-45 via
construction of two high-speed direct connecting ramps.
The direct connecting ramps to I-45 provide enough space
between them for future connections to the proposed
Trinity Parkway project, which is currently under study
by the North Texas Tollway Authority. Information about

the proposed Trinity Parkway project may be found at the

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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Web site www.ntta.org.

CF Hawn Freeway would be reconstructed to
overpass the S.M. Wright Freeway and Lamar Street, which
would allow for the removal of the sharp crash-prone
curve along U.S. 175. Improvements to CF Hawn Freeway
would extend easterly to Bexar Street. In addition,
Phase I includes the widening of I-45 from south of
Lamar to the S.M. Wright Freeway, shown in orange on the
slide. 1I-45 would require restriping and inside
widening to accommodate the proposed connections with CF
Hawn Freeway.

After Phase I is completed, traffic
traveling between CF Hawn Freeway and I-45 would be
allowed to utilize the newly constructed direct
connector ramps. This diversion of traffic would allow
Phase II construction to begin. Phase II involves
reconstructing the existing high-speed, six-lane S.M.
Wright Freeway with frontage roads into a low-speed,
signalized six-lane urban arterial, shown in green on
the slide.

The grade separated intersections at
Pennsylvania Avenue, Metropolitan Avenue, Pine Street
and Hatcher Street would be reconstructed as at-grade
intersections. Various landscape and hardscape features

are also included in the design to encourage

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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redevelopment and reconnectivity between the adjacent
neighborhoods. Four new median crossings will be added
at Lowery Street/Haven Street, Marburg Street, at
Hickman Street/Driskell Street and Warren Avenue.
Multiple construction sub phases would be required
during both phases of construction, and these sub phases
would allow TxDOT to construct segments of the proposed
project while maintaining traffic in the area. Sub
phases may include shifts in traffic lanes or temporary
detours during construction.

The proposed project design schematic,
typical sections and right-of-way widths were discussed
in detail at the previous public hearing, with updated
schematics now displayed on the exhibits in this room
here on my right. Project engineers have been available
during the open house phase of this hearing and will
also be available during the recess to discuss any
questions you may have regarding the proposed project
design schematic and the typical sections.

Now for the ramp design revisions. At the
January 31st, 2013 public hearing, citizens expressed
concerns regarding I-45 northbound and southbound
entrance and exit ramps. In particular, citizens stated
the proposed elimination of the northbound exit ramp to

Pennsylvania Avenue/Martin Luther King Boulevard would

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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adversely affect access to the surrounding area. TxDOT

then coordinated with the City, elected officials and
other concerned citizens to develop and evaluate
multiple alternatives to address the ramp concerns,
including a May 4th, 2013 Town Hall Meeting with State
Senator Royce West, Dallas Council Member Carolyn Davis
and State Representative Eric Johnson with approximately
100 other attendees.

Acknowledging these concerns, TxDOT and the
project team made revisions to the proposed entrance and
exlt ramps on I-45 at Lamar Street and Pennsylvania
Avenue, and also considered adding a second exit from
northbound I-45 near Grand Avenue.

The design change involves a split ramp
configuration that allows Pennsylvania Avenue and Martin
Luther King, Jr., Boulevard traffic to bypass over Lamar
Street in both the northbound and southbound directions.
The design change required the southbound entrance ramp
to I-45 from Lamar to be moved further west and also
required relocation of the existing McDonald Avenue
intersection with Lamar Street.

To better explain the proposed ramping, I
will show you a brief animation of the new proposed
design of I-45 from south of Lamar to north of Martin

Luther King Boulevard.

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS, 75150
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Okay. And with this animation we will be
starting at just over the Trinity River as we're
approaching Lamar Boulevard, and in the distance you'll
see the new direct connecting ramps that will be
connecting and extending CF Hawn Freeway to connect to
I-45. This is the exit ramp, that's two lanes wide,
that will allow for access to both Lamar Boulevard on
the right-hand line and to Pennsylvania/MLK. If you
compare that to what's out there today, this would be
the existing ramp to Lamar, and there's the exit ramp
for Pennsylvania just in the distance. So if we
continue on, we'll see that after we have the improved
exit ramp to Lamar, the exit ramp for Pennsylvania will
tie into the frontage road at the same place where it
does today. It's just north of Lamar just before you
come to Pennsylvania Avenue. From this point forward,
all of the construction with I-45 is with the inside
widening and the new fourth lane on the inside of both
directions on I-45.

The Lamar entrance ramp is in the same
place, so that stays where it's at as Pennsylvania
Avenue. And as we approach Martin Luther King Boulevard
you can see, again, that we have the inside widening of
the bridge with restriping and use of the inside

shoulder. And at this point we'll turn around at Grand

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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and we'll turn our helicopter and go back south, and
this is where we, today, where the exit ramps for S.M.
Wright Freeway and Martin Luther King Boulevard are. So
as we proceed southbound, and this is the area of
consideration for the second northbound exit ramp to
Grand and Good Latimer in that area.

As we go southbound, this is where we had
the north lane widening to the inside, and this is as we
approach past Martin Luther King Boulevard. The exit
for Lamar Street, and that ramp stays the same. And St.
Philip's School is on your right-hand side. As we pass
the pedestrian bridge, you'll see with the frontage
road, then again we start and have the entrance ramp
from Pennsylvania/MLK tying back in at the location
where it is today, and it would bypass Lamar Street. .
And as it overpasses that and instead of connecting into
the freeway lanes, it would connect in with Lamar and
tie into I-45 just a little further to the south towards
the -- just south of Lamar. And those large ramps you
see here is going off to go eastbound on CF Hawn
Freeway.

So that is the end of our video there, and
we have a map of it also on the screen to the right. If
we could go to the next slide.

TxDOT has also begun evaluating the

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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addition of a new northbound exit ramp north of Martin
Luther King, Jr., Boulevard in the area of Good Latimer
and Grand Avenue. This would be developed separately
with its own design schematic, environmental review and
public involvement process. The change in the design
for the ramp revision at Lamar Street would require
approximately 1 acre of additional right-of-way at the
Dallas Independent School District's facility and
approximately 0.3 acre to the south of the DISD
facility, an expansion of the easement at the Union
Pacific Railroad, and one additional commercial building
displacement. I will speak to right-of-way requirements
for the proposed S.M. Wright project as a whole later in
the environmental section of the presentation.

The estimated construction cost of the
proposed project is $131.1 million, and the total
estimated cost inclusive of construction, right-of-way,
engineering, utilities and environmental mitigation is
$165.1 million. The total Phase I project cost 1is
$124.7 million, and the total Phase II estimated project
cost is $40.4 million.

Construction of the S.M. Wright Phase I is
expected to begin in late 2014 and is anticipated to
open to traffic in 2017. It is estimated that S.M.

Wright Phase II would begin construction after

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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completion of Phase I in 2017, and that would open to
traffic by 2019.

An environmental document has been prepared
in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act, also known as NEPA. The document describes the
social, economic and environmental effects of the
proposed project and describes the alternatives
considered, the affected environment and environmental
consequences, as well as the recommended preferred
alternative. The environmental document discusses all
the topics shown on these slides. This document was
approved for further processing by the Federal Highway
Administration and has been coordinated with other
public agencies.

The environmental assessment for this
proposed project with the design change incorporated
into it is available here tonight for your review at the
environmental table at the back of the room as well as
for an additional 30 days after tonight's hearing and at
the Web site mentioned later in this presentation, which
include the changes to I-45.

Here are details about some of the topics
discussed in the environmental assessment. The proposed
project would impact approximately 3 acres of the

Federal Emergency Management Agency 100-year floodplain,

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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the hydraulic design for the proposed improvements would
be in accordance with the current TxDOT and FHA design
policies and procedures.

The proposed project would impact
riparian/bottomland forest and upland forest. TxDOT
will coordinate with appropriate City of Dallas staff to
determine if mitigation for impacts to 1.25 acres of
riparian/bottomland habitat may be mitigated for within
the planned Great Trinity Forest area.

Based on the noise analysis, 16 traffic
noise barriefs are proposed for incorporation into the
proposed project. The majority of the noise barriers
are located along the mainlanes and frontage roads of
I-45 and CF Hawn, and are not immediately adjacent to
private properties. The proposed noise barriers are in
the same locations as previously presented at the
January 31st, 2013, public hearing.

Because S.M. Wright would be changed from a
high-speed freeway with frontage roads to a six-lane,
low-speed arterial with signalized intersections, the
predicted future noise levels along S.M. Wright will be
substantially lower than the existing levels. Based on
the analysis, the predicted future noise levels along
S.M. Wright were lower than the Federal Highway Noise

Abatement Criteria for residential neighborhoods.

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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For proposed noise barriers located
immediately adjacent to private property, a noise
workshop would be conducted to determine if the noise
barrier is desired by the adjacent property owners. The
final decision to construct a proposed noilse barrier
would be made upon completion of the project design and
utility evaluation, as well as through public
involvement efforts such as noise workshops. The
proposed nose barriers are shown in the exhibit by the
Environmental Table, and are also shown on the
schematics here tonight.

The proposed project would require
approximately 32 acres of additional right-of-way. This
number includes a joint-use agreement with the Union
Pacific Railroad for approximately 1.15 acres of aerial
rights. Of the proposed right-of-way acquisition,
approximately 4.9 acres are undeveloped, 0.7 acres are
developed residential, and 25.6 acres are developed
commercial.

The proposed right-of-way acquisition would
involve the displacement of structures on 17 properties.
Of these 17 properties, 6 are residential, 10 are
commercial, and one is on joint-use easement with the
Union Pacific Railroad right-of-way. The 10 commercial

properties contain 12 structures including, 2
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